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The Season of Advent
Happy New (Church) Year!

We begin another year of seasons in the life of the community we
call “church.” We begin with this season of Advent where we
deepen our relationship with the Holy One and express our desire
for the nearness of the just reign of Love. One way we do this is
by reading the stories and desires expressed in Scripture and then
considering how Scripture is speaking to your heart today.

The readings offered in this devotional come from the Advent
Lessons and Carols service as well as some other readings for
Advent. The questions allow us to consider the ways these lessons
call us to creation care, dismantling racism, and serving others.
Other questions or topics may arise in you as you read them. Let
them lead you where they may.

I invite you to set aside 5-15 minutes each day to read and re-read
the lesson and then quietly consider the question. For some, set-
ting a reminder on your phone each day might be helpful. For oth-
ers, there may be days you just don’t have the energy for one
more thing and you’ll “catch-up” the next day. Whatever works
for you is what I encourage you to do.

There is something to be said for a community reading the same
scripture each day and considering these questions. You might
end up in a great conversation with another who is reading the
same thing. You also might feel the others around you as you sit
alone meditating on these lessons. It may cause a few of you to
get together and respond to one of the challenges Scripture can
often provoke. In any event, although you may be doing this on
your own, know there are others doing it too.

I pray you have a remarkable Advent,

Debbie+




December 1
Read Genesis 2:4b-9

In the day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens, when no
plant of the field was yet in the earth and no herb of the field had yet
sprung up—for the Lord God had not caused it to rain upon the earth,
and there was no one to till the ground; but a stream would rise from the
earth, and water the whole face of the ground— then the Lord God
formed man from the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils
the breath of life; and the man became a living being. And the Lord God
planted a garden in Eden, in the east; and there he put the man whom he
had formed. Out of the ground the Lord God made to grow every tree
that is pleasant to the sight and good for food, the tree of life also in the
midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

How do you feel connected to creation?
December 2
Read Genesis 3:1-5

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that

the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, ‘Did God say, “You
shall not eat from any tree in the garden”?’ The woman said to the ser-
pent, ‘We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said,
“You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the gar-
den, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.” * But the serpent said to the
woman, ‘You will not die; for God knows that when you eat of it your
eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and

evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that
it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make
one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her hus-
band, who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened,
and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together
and made loincloths for themselves.

They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time
of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the
presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord
God called to the man, and said to him, ‘Where are you?’ He said, ‘I
heard the sound of you in the garden, and [ was afraid, because I was
naked; and I hid myself.” He said, ‘Who told you that you were naked?
Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to
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eat?’ The man said, ‘The woman whom you gave to be with me, she
gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” Then the Lord God said to the
woman, ‘What is this that you have done?” The woman said, ‘The ser-
pent tricked me, and I ate.” The Lord God said to the serpent,

‘Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals and
among all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you
shall eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity between you and the
woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will strike your head,
and you will strike his heel.’

In what ways do we deny America’s original sin of
racism?

December 3
Read Genesis 22:15-18

The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heav-

en, and said, ‘By myself I have sworn, says the Lord: Because you have
done this, and have not withheld your son, your only son, I will indeed
bless you, and I will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of
heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall
possess the gate of their enemies, and by your offspring shall all the
nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, because you have
obeyed my voice.’

What does it mean to you that God does not withhold God’s love?
December 4
Read Isaiah 2:1-5

In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established
as the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all
the nations shall stream to it. Many peoples shall come and say, ‘Come,
let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Ja-
cob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.’
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord
from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate
for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and
their spears into pruning-hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against
nation, neither shall they learn war any more.

How will you be a peacemaker today?
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December 5
Read Isaiah 6:1-11

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne,
high and lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. Seraphs were
in attendance above him; each had six wings: with two they covered
their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they
flew. And one called to another and said: ‘Holy, holy, holy is

the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory.” The pivots on the
thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled
with smoke. And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of un-
clean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have
seen the King, the Lord of hosts!’

Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been
taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. The seraph touched my mouth
with it and said: ‘Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has de-
parted and your sin is blotted out.” Then I heard the voice of the Lord
saying, ‘“Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?’ And I said, ‘Here
am [; send me!” And he said, ‘Go and say to this people: “Keep listen-
ing, but do not comprehend; keep looking, but do not understand.”
Make the mind of this people dull, and stop their ears, and shut their
eyes, so that they may not look with their eyes, and listen with their ears,
and comprehend with their minds, and turn and be healed.” Then I said,
‘How long, O Lord?” And he said: ‘Until cities lie waste without inhab-
itant, and houses without people, and the land is utterly desolate.

To whom do you need to be sent?
December 6
Read Isaiah 7:10-15

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God;
let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask,
and I will not put the Lord to the test. Then Isaiah said: ‘Hear then,

O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you wea-
ry my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look,
the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him
Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to
refuse the evil and choose the good.

How is God “with you” (Emmanuel) right now?
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December 7
Read Isaiah 9:2, 6-7

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who
lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined. For a child
has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoul-
ders; and he is named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there
shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will
establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this
time onwards and for evermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do
this.

What does “establish justice” mean to you as you read this?
December 8
Read Isaiah 11:1-9

A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, and a branch shall grow
out of his roots. The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of
wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of
knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear of
the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his
ears hear; but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide
with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the
rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wick-
ed. Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness
the belt around his loins. The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard
shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling togeth-
er, and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze,
their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the
ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the
weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. They will not hurt or
destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the
knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.

Read Reparations 101
https://www.diomass.org/sites/diomass/files/attachments/Reparations%
20Toolkit Reparations%20101_2021 11.pdf




December 9
Read Isaiah 35:1-10

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice
and blossom; like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice
with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the
majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the
majesty of our God. Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the fee-
ble knees. Say to those who are of a fearful heart, ‘Be strong, do not
fear! Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible rec-
ompense. He will come and save you. Then the eyes of the blind shall
be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the lame shall leap
like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters
shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burn-
ing sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water;
the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become
reeds and rushes. A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the
Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s
people; no traveller, not even fools, shall go astray. No lion shall be
there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be
found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. And the ransomed of
the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with singing, everlasting joy
shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sor-
row and sighing shall flee away.

What word or phrase resonates with you? Why do you think that is?
December 10
Read Isaiah 40:1-11

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jeru-
salem, and cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is
paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.
A voice cries out: ‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make
straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted
up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall
become level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of

the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the
mouth of the Lord has spoken.” A voice says, ‘Cry out!” And I said,
‘What shall I cry?’ All people are grass, their constancy is like the
flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath
of the Lord blows upon it; surely the people are grass. The grass
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withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand for ever.
Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up
your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up,
do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, ‘Here is your God!” See, the
Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is
with him, and his recompense before him. He will feed his flock like a
shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his
bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.

How do you envision the day of justice and peace? Where do you get
glimpses of this today?

December 11
Read Isaiah 65:17-25

For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former
things shall not be remembered or come to mind. But be glad and re-
joice for ever in what I am creating; for [ am about to create Jerusalem
as a joy, and its people as a delight. I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and de-
light in my people; no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it,
or the cry of distress. No more shall there be in it an infant that lives but
a few days, or an old person who does not live out a lifetime; for one
who dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth, and one who
falls short of a hundred will be considered accursed. They shall build
houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit,
they shall not build and another inhabit; they shall not plant and anoth-
er eat; for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, and my
chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. They shall not labour
in vain, or bear children for calamity; for they shall be offspring blessed
by the Lord—and their descendants as well. Before they call I will an-
swer, while they are yet speaking I will hear. The wolf and the lamb
shall feed together, the lion shall eat straw like the ox; but the serpent—
its food shall be dust! hey shall not hurt or destroy on all my holy
mountain, says the Lord.

What will you “plant” today for a future peace?




December 12
Read Psalm 72:1-7

Give the king your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to a king’s son.
May he judge your people with righteousness,
and your poor with justice.
May the mountains yield prosperity for the people,
and the hills, in righteousness.
May he defend the cause of the poor of the people,
give deliverance to the needy,
and crush the oppressor.
May he live while the sun endures,
and as long as the moon, throughout all generations.
May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass,
like showers that water the earth.
In his days may righteousness flourish
and peace abound, until the moon is no more.

What are the characteristics of a just leader?
December 13
Read Psalm 146:1-9

Praise the Lord, O my soul!
I will praise the Lord as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God all my life long.
Do not put your trust in princes,
in mortals, in whom there is no help.
When their breath departs, they return to the earth;
on that very day their plans perish.
Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob,
whose hope is in the Lord their God,
who made heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that is in them,;
who keeps faith for ever;
who executes justice for the oppressed;
who gives food to the hungry.
The Lord sets the prisoners free;
the Lord opens the eyes of the blind.
The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;
the Lord loves the righteous.
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The Lord watches over the strangers;
he upholds the orphan and the widow,
but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.

How can we change our perspective of “alien” to neighbor?
December 14
Read Jeremiah 31:31-34

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new cove-
nant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the
covenant that | made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to
bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I
was their husband, says the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make
with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law
within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God,
and they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, or
say to each other, ‘Know the Lord’, for they shall all know me, from the
least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniqui-
ty, and remember their sin no more.

What covenant can you make today with God in the fight for racial jus-
tice?

December 15

Read Jeremiah 33:14-16

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfil the promise
I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at
that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he
shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah
will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by
which it will be called: ‘The Lord is our righteousness.’

Remember a time a promise was kept.
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December 16
Read Micah 5:2-4

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans

of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. Therefore he shall give
them up until the time when she who is in labour has brought forth; then
the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. And he shall
stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the
name of the Lord his God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall be
great to the ends of the earth.

How do you feel knowing that Bethlehem is a walled city where Palestin-
ians Christians cannot visit?

December 17
Read Zephaniah 3:14-18

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all
your heart, O daughter Jerusalem! The Lord has taken away the judge-
ments against you, he has turned away your enemies. The king of Israel,
the Lord, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no more. On that day it
shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands
grow weak. The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives
victory; he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his
love; he will exult over you with loud singing as on a day of festival. |
will remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it.

Listen to this spiritual song
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9kc3BfDjKFQ

December 18
Read Baruch 4:36-5:9

Look towards the east, O Jerusalem,
and see the joy that is coming to you from God.
Look, your children are coming, whom you sent away;
they are coming, gathered from east and west,
at the word of the Holy One,
rejoicing in the glory of God.

11




Take off the garment of your sorrow and affliction, O Jerusalem,
and put on for ever the beauty of the glory from God.
Put on the robe of the righteousness that comes from God;
put on your head the diadem of the glory of the Everlasting;
for God will show your splendour everywhere under heaven.
For God will give you evermore the name,
‘Righteous Peace, Godly Glory’.
Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon the height;
look towards the east,
and see your children gathered from west and east
at the word of the Holy One,
rejoicing that God has remembered them.
For they went out from you on foot,
led away by their enemies;
but God will bring them back to you,
carried in glory, as on a royal throne.
For God has ordered that every high mountain and the everlasting hills
be made low
and the valleys filled up, to make level ground,
so that Israel may walk safely in the glory of God.
The woods and every fragrant tree
have shaded Israel at God’s command.
For God will lead Israel with joy,
in the light of his glory,
with the mercy and righteousness that come from him.

What brings you joy? How can joy be an act of resistance?

December 19

Read James 5:7-10

Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer
waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it
receives the early and the late rains. You also must be patient. Strength-
en your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. Beloved, do not
grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the
Judge is standing at the doors! As an example of suffering and patience,
beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.

How can you patiently wait with another today?
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December 20
Read Romans 13:11-14

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for
you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we
became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay
aside the works of darkness and put on the armour of light; let us live
honourably as in the day, not in revelling and drunkenness, not in de-
bauchery and licentiousness, not in quarrelling and jealousy. Instead,
put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to
gratify its desires.

How do we “wear” Christ today?
December 21
Read Matthew 1:18-25

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his
mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived togeth-
er, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband
Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public
disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved
to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said,
‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for
the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son,
and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their
sins.” All this took place to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord
through the prophet:
‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,

and they shall name him Emmanuel’,
which means, ‘God is with us.” When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did
as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but
had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he
named him Jesus.

Joseph took responsibility for one “not his own,” his adopted son Jesus.

Find one action you can take to spend time with someone different than
you that could lead to a sense of belonging to one another.

13




December 22
Read Luke 1:26-38

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Gali-
lee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Jo-
seph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came
to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.” But
she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greet-
ing this might be. The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for
you have found favour with God. And now, you will conceive in your
womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great,
and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give
to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of
Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to
the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ The angel said to her,
‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High
will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will
be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age
has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was
said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary
said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to
your word.” Then the angel departed from her.

What one thing can you do today to reclaim hope for an end to racism?
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December 23
Read Luke 1:39-56

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the
hill country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Eliz-
abeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her
womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed
with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit
of your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my
Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting,
the child in my womb leapt for joy. And blessed is she who believed
that there would be a fulfilment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.’

And Mary said,
‘My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,
for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
His mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly;
he has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty.
He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’
And Mary remained with her for about three months and then returned
to her home.

We also partner with God. Discern how to let God lead you in every-
thing today.
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